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To the AUTHOR, Ge. 


SIR, LimERICK, May 27, 1749- | 
I. Y OU aſk, Why I do not warn the Mem- * | 


bers of our Society, againſt Fornication | 

and Adultery?” I anſwer, For the ſame | 
Reaſon, that I do not warn them (in thoſe ſhort | 
Hints) againſt Rebellion or Murder. Namely, Be- 
cauſe I do not apprehend them, to be in immediate 
Danger thereof: Whereas many of them are in 
continual Danger, either of “ taking the Name of 
(op in vain, of profaning the Day of the Lord, 10 
or of Drunkenneſs, or Brawling, or of uncharita- 
ble or unprofitable Converſation.“ 


2. Bur, you ſay, Many Perſons of great E- 
minence among you, have been publickly charged 
with the Commiſſion of theſe Crimes.” And of 
all other Crimes. But will you undertake to make 
thoſe Charges good? Whenever your © Chri/tian 
Charity and hearty Deſire for our Succeſs in fo im- 
portant a Work, , ſhall oblige you to inſtance in 
Particulars, I do hereby promiſe to give you a par- 
ticular Anſwer. | 


9. „ BUT has not a Preacher of your Sect, 
preach'd and printed to prove the Lawfulneſs of 
Polygamy?” I anſwer, No. No Preacher in Con- 
nexion with me, has ever done any ſuch Thing. 
What Mr. Hall of Saliſbury has done, is no more 
to me than it 1s to you: (Only that I am a greater 
Sufferer by it.) For he renounced all the Metho- | 
aifts ſeveral Years ſince; And when I was at Sa- 


lifbury 


"ET! 
liſsury laſt, turn'd both me and my Siſter out of 
his Houſe. No Man therefore of common, Hea- 
then Humanity, could ever blame ne for the Faults 


of that unhappy Man. 


4. In © declaring my Abhorrence of all Vices of 
that kind,” I cannot bo more plain and explicit 
than I have been. I can only declare again, That 
I believe neither Fornicators, Adulterers, nor un- 
clean Perſons ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: And that I rank together Sorcerers, Whore- - 
mongers, Murderers, Idolaters, and whoſoever mak- 
eth or loveth a Lye. 


5. TI WELL know © A weak Brother,” as you 
define him, that is, a Man of “ prophane Eyes and 
an unholy Imagination,” if you talk either of 
Love-feaſts, or Perſons confeſſing their Faults to 
one another, will immediately run over all the 
Scenes of the New Atalantis. But I leave that to 
himſelf. I muſt not neglect a ſcriptural Advice, 
becauſe ſuch an one is oftended at my following it. 


6. Your. © Friendly Advice to avoid ſpiritual 
Selfiſhneſs, I will endeavour to follow as ſoon as 
I underſtand it. At preſent I do not; neither do I 
well underſtand, How any * ſober Chriſtian ſhould 
think me guilty of Arrogance or delf-conceit,” be- 
cauſe I relate a Fact in which I had no Share at all: 
Namely, That other Men “ prayed for one ano- 
ther, That they might be healed of the Faults they 
had confeſt; and it was ſo.” 


7. You add, Dr. Middleton abſolves you from 
all Boaſting, in Relation to the Miracle you work- 
ed upon Kirkman.” Dr. Middleton does me too 
much Honour, in taking any Notice of ſo incon- 
ſiderable a Perſon. But, Miracle or no Miracle, 
the Fact is plain. William Kirkman, is (I appre- 

. hend) 


"F*7 
hend) yet alive: And able to certify for himſelf, 
that he had that Cough Threeſcore Years, and that 
fince that Time, it has not returned. I do not 
know, that any © one Patient yet, has died under 
my Hands.” If any Perſon does, let him declare 
it, with the Time and Circumſtances, | 


8. You conclude, „Let me beg you, as a Fel- 
low-Chriſtian, ---- to remove that great Load of 
Scandal that now lies upon your Sect; and that 
you will not by a careleſs or premeditated Silence, 
--- bring your Self and your Foliowers, under a 


575 Suſpicion, of not being Enemies to certain 
ices, which you ſeem afraid even to name.” 


Alas, Sir, is your “ hearty Wiſh for my Succeſs” 
dwindled down to this! And your “ Sorrow for 
any Overſight, that ſhould afford Ground of Cavil, 
to thoſe who are diſpoſed to think unfavourably of 
me!” Sir, I take Knowledge of you. I no longer 
wonder, at your ſo readily anſwering for Dr. Mid- 
dleton. I am perſuaded none has a better Right 
ſo to do: No, not the Gentleman who lately prmt- 
ed in the Publick Papers a Letter to the Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Exeter. Well, Sir, you may now lay 
aſide the Maſk. I do not require you to ſtile your- 
ſelf my Fellow-Chri/tian. But we are Fellow-Crea- 
tures, at leaſt Fellow-Servants of the Great LORD 
of Heaven and Earth! May we both ſerve Him faith- 
fully! For his Sake I remain, 


S1R, 


Hour obedient Servant, 


OH WESLEY. 
P. S. I did not receive Your's till laſt Night. 
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